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ABSTRACT

This paper provides an analytical comparison of
two prisons, one in the UK and one in the USA.
Whilst the number of prisoners housed is broadly
comparable, the UK facility required twice the
number of square feet per prisoner, and each square
foot cost twice as much to construct in the UK.
Obviously there are good explanations for these
dramatic differences in size and cost of the two
facilities; some are technological and some are
philosophical. Both these aspects will be analysed in
the paper.

INTRODUCTION

The study of the two prisons, Dougherty County
Jail, Georgia, USA and Doncaster Prison, Yorkshire,
England, was carried out as part of a commission for
the National Audit Office, the UK Parliamentary
watchdog and value-for-money auditor. The study,
undertaken in London, was carried out personally by
the co-authors.  Whilst we  have referred to
Doncaster being in the UK, it actually falls under the
administration of England and Wales (Scotland and
Northern Ireland being separately administered) and
the statistics are based on populations for England
and Wales only rather than the UK as a whole.

THE TWO PRISONS
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Doncaster Prison is a 720 inmate category B all
male local prison. Category B relates to "medium
security” containment in the USA. The design for
Doncaster is on the “new generation” concept which
emanated originally from the USA (Her Majesty’s
Prison Service undertook a study tour of the United
States in 1986 which resulted in the adoption, in the
UK, of the US "new generation" concept). Doncaster
provides fairly typical facilities for a UK prison,
albeit on a relatively small site (12 hectares,
approximately 30 acres) close to the City of
Doncaster. As, however, the prison was envisaged
to be occupied by 66% remand (pre-trial) prisoners,
the full workshop facilities were omitted with
enhanced vocational training facilities added in lieu.
The house blocks are built on the ground and three
upper floors (four including mechanical space) and
most of the other buildings are on two or three
levels. The design for Doncaster was commenced in
1985 and eventually put out to bid on a British
Government contract (GC Works 1, Edition 2)
including a full Bill of Quantities. Construction
began in October 1990 with a 36 month construction
period.

USA

Dougherty County Jail, Georgia, USA was built
to house 650 maximum and medium security inmates,
both male and female. The facility has, however,
been designed so that it can be enlarged to house 850
inmates by the addition of 1 house block (the






