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ABSTRACT

Aimed at effectively applying VE suitably to
the yet hard-to-solve subject of global environment,
this paper proposes a new concept of "Affluent Life
with Wisdom" based upon the proper attitude to be
assumed by any enterprising citizen. To accomplish
this conceptual conversion, we select four basic
factors for VE promotion in view of conserving the
environment and propose incorporation of them into
VE Job Plan together with 12 keywords for
environmental conservation.  This discussion is
followed by an analysis of previous examples of
VE applications and also a description of the Life
Cycle Assessment (LCA), and how to apply VE to
LCA.

INTRODUCTION

In 1989, the subject of global environment rose
as a major social problem, and many enterprises set
up a new organ in charge of environment. The
year was called the first year of environment, and
the following 1990’s have become an important
decade for deciding whether the mankind can
survive to the 21st century soundly.

The assaulter of the present environment
problem is mankind, and the scope of the influence
has widened to the earthly scale. The damage
ranges from destruction of the ecosystem to the
matter of the whole mankind. Now is the time to
stop the environmental destruction and make
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protect the ecosystem over national boundaries in
cooperation of the administrations, enterprises, and
citizens. Among others, the enterprises bear a
heavy responsibility because of their having
progressed based upon mass-producing and mass-
consumption.

From the viewpoint of environmental
conservation, the production in the past involved
three problems. Firstly the marketing strategy of
pushing forward mass-producing, sales, and
consumption has amplified bad economy externaly
and brought about environmental detriment owing
to mass scrap etc. and also unevenness in the
economic share. Secondly excessive pursuit of
comfortableness and convenience has increased the
environmental load. Thirdly the chemical
substances which were adopted for accomplishing
the high quality and low cost, constituted a cause of
environmental destruction.

ATTITUDE AS ENTERPRISE CITIZEN

The Charter of Global Environment (published
on May 23, 1991 ) of the Federation of Economic
Organization of Japan sets forth in its fundamental
concept:

We endeavor to achieve a society in which all
constituent members work in cooperation for
the environmental subject. The society herein
refers to one which can make continued
progress on the earthly scale, one in which the
enterprises and the district inhabitants/
consumers live together in mutual trust, and
one where free and vital enterprise activities
are pushed forward while the environmental
conservation is well secured. Enterprise must






